



First World Status: Swaziland Development Index

First World Status: Definition 

A first world country is one where a large majority of citizens are able to pursue their life goals, and enjoy lives of value and dignity; this means that all citizens have access to sufficient resources, such as education, health and food security, as well as access to quality infrastructure and services.
Measure of First World Status: SDI

The Swazi Development Index is a set of key indicators which measure attainment in elements of first world status. The indicators are organized into five key areas and can be used to create one measure of first world status. The SDI can be used to track progress towards the Kingdom’s goal of first world status. 

Focal Areas 

(1) Economic Prosperity, (2) Education, (3) Health, (4) Service delivery and (5) Infrastructure 

SDI: Component Indicators 

	Economic Prosperity
· GDP per capita
· Per cent of population living under $2 a day
· Unemployment rate
· Food Insecurity: Percentage of under 5s with stunted growth
· Agricultural value added per agricultural worker
 

Education 
· Primary and Secondary Net enrolment rate
· Primary and Secondary pupil to teacher ratio
· Primary school completion rate
· Average years of total schooling of adults 25+
 

Health 
· Life expectancy at birth
· Maternal mortality rate
· Child mortality rate
	Service delivery
· Health service: patient wait time for outpatient services
· Wait time for ID/Pin and Passport
· World Bank, Ease of doing business index
· Median length of criminal cases 
· Homicides Per 100,000
· Transparency International’s Corruption perception index 
Infrastructure
· Percentage of all roads that are paved 
· Road deaths per 100,000 people
· Percentage of the population with access to clean water
· Trained nurses and midwives per 100,000 people 
· Percentage of population within 5km of a health facility 
· Percentage of population with access to electricity 
· Percentage of schools and Tinkhundla centres accessing broadband services


Use of the SDI

For each of the indicators in the SDI, a baseline figure has been identified for Swaziland, also a target for the year 2022 has been identified by each responsible ministry. We can use these figures to track progress over the period to 2022 to make sure that nation is on track to reach its targets. Regular reports should be presented of progress across these indicators. 

